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It sometimes helps to appreciate how we got to where we are today by looking at what 
has happened in the past. 
 
Sports car racing has been around as long as the car has been raced. It was production 
sports cars that ran in the original Paris to Peking races and in every other race at the 
beginning of the 20th century. 
The Grand Prix car was no more than an evolution of the sports car when riding 
mechanics were no longer considered necessary. So the two seater became a single 
seater. This meant that the whole body could be made smaller and lighter and thus the 
Grand Prix car was born. 
 

 
 
 
An Italia competing in the Peking to Paris (somewhat later than 1906 I think) 
 
 
In Australia the sports car had a no less influential role in motor sport. On the 31st of 
March 1928 the first Australian Grand Prix was held at Phillip Island. The field 
consisted almost entirely of sports cars and “specials.” 
 
The Australian Sports Car Championship was run between 1969 and 1988, however 
the classes we now have were promulgated in 1964 being; Group B Improved 
Production sports cars and Group D Series Production sports cars but they were to 
have a very tough time in the years to come. 
The sports car championship however was run for Group A open sports cars as they 
were perceived to be “proper sports cars.” After all, the CanAm series in America was 
hugely successful so why not encourage the same type of racing here. In 1969 the 
championship was won by Frank Matich in his Matich SR4 Repco. The following 
years, Elfin and McLaren shared the championship until 1976 when Group A was 
dropped in favour of Group D. So in 1976 we had our first Production Sports Car 
Australian Championship. It was won by Ian Geoghegan in a Porsche 911S. The 



problem was from 1976 until 1981 Porsche won every championship and so the 
experiment with production sports ended and Group D was dropped from the CAMS 
manual. In 1982 the championship went back to Group A but the moment was gone. 
CanAm had become ever more rule bound and consequently less popular and in 
Australia, Formula 5000 and the big banger sports cars were becoming too expensive 
to attract the fields they once had. It survived for another six years but in 1988 the last 
Australian Sports Car Championship was run and won by Alan Nolan in a Nola 
Chevrolet. 
 
Group B cars were very popular in the late 1960’s and throughout most of the 1970’s. 
The manufacturers became involved, especially British Leyland supporting their 
marques, MG, Austin Healey, Triumph and Jaguar. Names like Iain Corness, Ross 
Bond and Peter Hopwood were as well known as the V8 drivers of today. In the US, 
the SCCA was in its heyday with Kas Kastner on the East coast and Bob Tullius on 
the West coast both running up to 20 cars covering all classes from the E type to the 
Sprite for British Leyland. 
 
 

 
Kerry Horgan and Iain Corness, Lakeside 
 
 
 
And of course one of the great motorsport battles of all time was being fought out 
between General Motors with the Corvette and Ford with the Shelby Cobra and in the 
bigger events, Ferrari with the 250 GTO. 
 
So what does all of this have to do with the current day? 
Quite a lot as it turns out. During the 1990’s CAMS adopted the various categories for 
different cars so 1st category became single seaters, 2nd, sports cars, 3rd, touring cars, 
5th Historic and 6th, other (4th category was for rally cars, from group 4.) 
Hence the big group A sports became 2A, group B became 2B and so on. Group D 
was used for the new GT cars for a while but was then abandoned for nearly 20 years 
before it re-appeared in 2000 as 2F. 



 
 
Graham Bland, Triumph GT6 and Barry Campbell, TR3A lead a gaggle of Group 
D cars. 
 
It has only been in the last 10 years that production sports cars have re-appeared as a 
major category in racing. It’s hard to trace exactly why this has been except that prior 
to this, category 2C, Sports 1300, now Supersports, was recognised, if unofficially, as 
the National category. Production sports cars began racing with 2C and as people 
began to realise that you could race your Porsche or MX5, numbers increased. 
 

 
 
2F cars at play at Bathurst. 
 
 



 
 An important milestone was the establishment of the Production Sports Car Racing 
Association of Australia, based in NSW. Peter Landen and Bob Van Zeggren (Bob’s 
car now owned by Gary Harris) should be recognised for their hard work and 
commitment to establish the PSCRAA and the successful promotion of production 
sports. In Victoria, Daryl Duff and Lindsay Drife among others had been doing work 
to establish a tri state series however this didn’t happen as the CAMS manual at the 
time stated re 2B that it was “for events other than national level” and they were 
prevented from making it happen. The offending line in the regulations has since been 
removed. 
The PSCRAQ was established in Queensland in 2003 and CAMS affiliated in 2004. 
This then gave a more official voice to production sports and a place in the state 
championship. It should be noted that almost single handed, Don Lake was 
responsible for the development of the most successful group of 2F cars in Australia. 
 
Its been a long road back from the dumping of Group D in 1981 but Prod Sports is 
back. Nonetheless, its not been without its obstacles. We were advised only a few 
years ago that we were not allowed to refer to the CUE 1 Hour series as a 
championship because it would be considered a National championship as it was 
raced in different states. The CAMS championship, created by CAMS for GT cars 
held that position and had to be protected from another National championship for 
Production Sports. Furthermore, category 2 is regarded as State level racing, not 
National. 
Further, despite what appears to be a successful category, 2B and 2F racing together is 
really only a reality in NSW and Queensland. 2B is rapidly gaining strength in 
Victoria but in all the other states and Territories production sports car racing as a 
separate category is non existent.  All states have been hit by various economic 
crashes in the last 10 years, none more so than Victoria where the PSCRV is working 
hard to restore grids to their former numbers. 
 

 
 
 
 
Typical Prod Sports field of 2B and 2F cars, Sydney Motorsport Park 



 
 
However the recent establishment of Production Sports Car Racing Victoria is a very 
positive move which is already resulting in a greater presence in that state.  
The developmental opportunities are nonetheless obvious. 
At this time it is now our responsibility to manage and be caretakers for this long 
standing and highly important category. Just as those before us, we will move on in 
time and others will take over but just for now we have to do our bit to ensure the 
ongoing development of our class. As we have seen from past events, its survival 
cannot be taken for granted. 
 
Brian Ferrabee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


